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The greater horseshoe bat Rhinolophus ferrumequinum is one of the rarest species 
of bats in the UK and is restricted to South West England and South Wales.  In 
Wales there are only five main maternity roosts, and one of these is located between 
Caerphilly and Newport in a derelict outbuilding in the grounds of 
Ruperra castle.  Although greater horseshoe bats have declined in number by more 
than 90% over the last century, the breeding population at Ruperra is actually now 
increasing slightly each year despite the ongoing lack of work to repair the roost-
building.  The neighbouring woodland and the building where they breed have been 
declared a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) due to the presence of the bats. 

The owner of the castle, property developer Mr. Hydar Al-Khafaji, has recently 
applied for planning permission to convert an adjacent old stable block, which is 
sometimes also used by a few of the bats, into a number of residential 
apartments.  This would mean that the breeding colony, which for many years has 
been undisturbed, will have multiple households living a few metres away, with all 
the associated noise, light disturbance, cars and potential predators such as 
domestic cats.  Horseshoe bats are known to be particularly sensitive to noise and 
light pollution, and there is a significant risk that this important maternity colony will 
not survive the disturbance. 

This colony of greater horseshoes, which is a species of principal importance for 
maintaining biodiversity in Wales, is too important to risk any possibility that there 
may be a negative impact upon it.  Although the planning application also includes 
plans for a nearby purpose built bat house, there is no certainty that the bats would 
use it, as it is not on the flight route to their foraging areas.  Work to create this 
building would cause additional disturbance and destruction of essential habitat 
outside the current roost exit. 

We believe that the precautionary principle should be applied and this planning 
application should be rejected.  We hope that Natural Resources Wales, who are 
responsible for the SSSI, will also recommend that the application is 
rejected.  However, we are worried that planning approval may still be granted. 

If you too are concerned about the fate of this nationally important breeding colony of 
greater horseshoe bats and think that our wildlife is worth more than a quick profit for 
a developer, please object to this planning application quoting the references 
19/0787/COU and 19/0789/COU.  Write to: 

Caerphilly Planning Division 
Tredomen House, Tredomen Park 
Ystrad Mynach 
Hengoed  CF82 7WF 

or email: planning@caerphilly.gov.uk 

You can view the applications on the Caerphilly Council Planning Portal using the 
following link:   https://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/Services/Planning-and-building-control 


